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are all considered orthodox, and have stations within the en-
closure of the Caaba.

The author of the first was Abu Hanifah, who was
born at Ciifa in the eightieth year of the Hejra, and
died in prison in Bagdad, because, from excessive modesty,
he refused the office of judge, choosing rather to be punished
by men than by God. His sect, called the followers of
reason, in opposition to the others as followers of tradition,
prevails chiefly in the Ottoman empire.

The second sect is that of Malek, who was born at Medina
in A. H. 90, and died there in advanced age, and his decisions
are accepted chiefly in Barbary.

The third is that of Alshafai, born in Palestine, but edu-
cated at Mecca, who died in Egypt in 204 H. He was much
esteemed by Ebn Hanbal, author of the fourth sect, who was
used to say he was as the sun to the world, and as health to the
body. He was so hostile to scholastic divinity, that he de-
clared that whoever employed himself in that pursuit deserved
to be affixed to a stake, and to be carried through Arabia, while
* a crier proclaimed " This is the reward of him who has left for
this study that of the Koran and the Sonnah." He was a man
of eminent piety, devoting a third of each night to prayer; and
it was one of his sayings, that" whoever pretends to love both
the world and his Creator is a liar."

The last sect is that of Ebn Hanbal, which prevails, like
that of Alshafai, chiefly in Arabia, but is not numerous. For-
merly they were so powerful, that in 325 H., in the Khalifat
of Radhi, they were severely punished for their zeal in en-
deavouring to restore the austerity of primitive times by beating
singing women and breaking their instruments, and by entering
houses to spill wine. He had been imprisoned, as I have said,
for refusing to acknowledge that the Koran had been created;
and was so popular, that he is reported to have been followed
to the grave by 800,000 men, which, though an exaggeration,
may be taken as an evidence of his celebrity.